
 
 

 
Town of Swanzey Conservation Commission  Draft Minutes 
February 7, 2022 
Page 1 of 4 
 

Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Town Hall, Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH 

And via Zoom 
Meeting Minutes – February 7, 2022 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 
occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:03 p.m. 
Committee members present: Chair Smith, Cheri Domina, Jane Johnson, Bud Winsor, and Cassie Eaton. Zoom ID 
235 370 4380 or join by phone 1-929-205-6099.  
 
ABSENT 
Robert Goodrich, Alternate Rachel Elkins 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Matt Dugan), James (Jay) Ward 
 
MINUTES 
The commission members considered the meeting Minutes for January 3, 2022. There was a motion by Johnson 
to approve the Minutes of January 3, 2022. There was a second to the motion by Winsor and no further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed.  
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
There was none at this time. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Matt Kelly Cheshire County Forester - visit   
Kelly was not present. Smith said to keep the item on the agenda for next month. 
                    
Potential land conservation item via Zoom (Matt Dugan) 
Matt Dugan joined the meeting using Zoom. He said he and his brother want to sell their property at 67 Flat Roof 
Mill Road. However, they do not want to see houses built on the field to the rear of the property that farmer Mike 
Johnson currently hays. He said they approached the Monadnock Conservancy about preserving the land with a 
conservation easement, but the Conservancy declined because the property is too small. The property is less than 
10 acres. Dugan asked the Conservation Commission about how he might go through the Town to preserve the 
land. They want to sell the land where the old house sits, but preserve the open land so it cannot be built on. He 
referred to a subdivision with some land set aside for conservation. Dugan said the land should be maintained as 
habitat for small creatures and for wildflowers. He also noted that currently the land is two separate lots and 
would need a boundary line adjustment to combine them. 
 
Johnson suggested the Conservation Commission take Dugan’s request under advisement and do some research 
into the possibilities. There was a discussion about visiting the land. Dugan said he would be happy to conduct a 
walk through the property. The Commission decided on visiting the property on Monday April 4th prior to the 
regular meeting and then continuing to the regular portion of the meeting at Town Hall. It was recommended to 
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Dugan that he get in touch with the ZBA Chair, the Planning Board Chair and interim Planning Director Jerry 
Coogan. 
            
67 California Street Multi-Tenant Application  
The members discussed the application. The application is for multi-tenant application for used automobile sales 
business. Smith suggested that some repair lots pose environmental challenges. Johnson said the area has a lot of 
automotive sales and repair shops already. Domina said it looks industrialized according to the map. Johnson said 
it is her understanding from Code Enforcement that the applicant is not to have car parts on the site so it does not 
become a junk yard. The members felt there was insufficient information to determine if there will be any 
concerns and wrote that on the comment sheet to give to Code Enforcement Officer Mike Jasmin. 
                         
17 Suburban Acres Road firearm Business  
The members reviewed the application and decided there were no concerns. 
                         
OLD BUSINESS                       
Conservation Senior Scholarship status 
Eaton provided copies of the updated Senior Scholarship application procedure. Domina spoke about the places 
where the notice of application was placed, which was in several places like the Town’s website and Facebook 
page. See the document below. 
               
LCHIP Properties - Annual monitoring status 
McKelvey sent the reports to Smith, but the file format was unreadable. Bernard offered to try to reach Bob 
McKelvey to obtain text files of the reports. 
            
Annual Election Chair/Vice Chair          
Smith said his term of office ends in March and he is willing to stay on as an Alternate.   
 

Winsor nominated Cheri Domina for Chair of the Conservation Commission. Johnson seconded the 
nomination.  All were in favor except Domina who abstained. Motion passed. 

 
Smith asked for a nomination for Vice Chair.  
 

Johnson nominated Bud Winsor for Vice Chair of the Conservation Commission. Eaton seconded the 
motion. All were in favor except Winsor who abstained. Motion passed. 

 
Domina thanked Smith for his eight years as Chair for the Conservation Commission. 
                 
REPORTS                                                                                                                                                                                   
Expenditure 
Smith reported January 2021 to December 2021 $4,069.36 
 
Director of Planning and Economic Development info 
Smith passed out the job description for the job.  
 
Master Plan Review 
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Smith said he would get six hard copies of the Master Plan for the members. Smith noted the Master Plan is a 
guiding document and it is now available online on the Town’s website. Johnson suggested the members review 
the Master Plan and prepare to discuss sections of the document that have to do with conservation and 
environmental concerns. Johnson noted that Bachler added Objectives, Goals, and Action items for each. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Ward said he is looking for ways to contribute to the community and would be interested in serving on the 
Conservation Commission. He said he was a former science teacher at Northfield/Mt. Hermon School. 
 
Winsor and Domina have followed up on the signs for the trails on Mt. Caesar. 
 
Next Meeting:  Monday, March 7 2022 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion by Winsor to adjourn the meeting. There was a second to the motion by Domina and no 
further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 5:32 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
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The Swanzey Conservation Commission  

Senior Scholarship 
 

The Swanzey Conservation Commission has established an annual scholarship of $1,000.00 to be 

awarded to a graduating senior, including those attending private or alternative schools, living in 

the town of Swanzey, NH.  Criteria for the award and procedure for application are as follows: 

 

Recipient Qualifications: 

 A senior who is a Swanzey resident and has met requirements for graduation 

 Has demonstrated interest in environmental/conservation related issues and has been 

active in environmental/conservation studies and/or activities 

 Is considering post-secondary pursuits related to environmental/conservation studies 

 

Amount of Award:  $1,000.00 

 

Application Procedure: 

Completed application to be submitted by March 26, 2022. 

Please submit the following: 

 A list of courses completed in high school related to natural sciences/environmental 

sciences 

 A list of activities that demonstrated applicant’s interest and participation in 

environmental/conservation issues and concerns 

 An essay (one page) about intentions to pursue further environmental studies and including 

statements about the applicant’s concerns and interest about environmental/conservation 

issues 

 A letter of recommendation from someone familiar with the applicant’s interests and 

activities 

Applications must be submitted to Monadnock High School Guidance or dropped of at the Swanzey 

Town Hall (Attention: Conservation Commission), by March 26, 2022. 

  


